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driven

Student initiative
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The Course:Assistive Technology in
Occupational Therapy

| evel Master’s and Continuing Education

Format |Ten 2-hour Interwise lectures

Nine presenters

Five 3-hour face-to-face labs/visits
HighLearn web site

Scope Overview of assistive technology

Students |17 female students (14 occupational
therapists, 3 special education teachers
(mean age = 35.3 £ 10.1 yrs.)

from North and Center of Israel
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AT Course delivered via 3
coordinated teaching formats

Face-to-Face Asynchronous Synchronous
Same time, Same place Any time, Any place Same time, Any place

Two sessions in university | Content placed in HighLearn | Ten weekly 1-1/2 hour

to meet each other, learn | to provide access to lectures delivered via

programs on-site, have lecturers’ presentations, to | Interwise. Lectures

final course summary. bibliography and Internet scheduled at night with
links students and lecturers

One session at University | Discussion forums to =18 e (@7 I G

based workshop on a promote interaction between | location).

special topic. students and lecturers on

course topics

Two visits to clinical
centers to view & try out
equipment, to interact
with AT users & have live
discussions with clinicians.
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The Interwise Platform:

Student’s Desktop
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The Interwise Platform

In the actual presentation it was
possible to view samples of an
Interwise session. Anyone
interested in viewing these should
contact Tamar Weiss
(tamar@research.haifa.ac.il)
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Five Face-to-Face Meetings
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University computer Assistive technology display
laboratory for software & “hands-on” experience at
Instruction Karten-Haifa

Evaluation & Discussion
with AT users at Beit
Noam Center
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The High Learn Platform
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The High Learn Platform
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IO

Evaluating the Course
Tools

Pre-course questionnaires included:
e Demographics and technology familiarity
e Learning styles
Post-course questionnaires included:
 High Learn usage
e Course evaluation
e Student perception of control
 Mark in course
Post-course discussion and in—-depth interviews
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What have we learned ....

Feedback

Recommendations

Support

Online support was good

Essential to give students
confidence and remove burden
from lecturer

Interaction

Miss interacting with other
students and lecturers

Need more mechanisms to
achieve rapport with lecturers
and other students (e.g.,
photos, pre-session tasks)

Environment

Learning at home can be
relaxing, convenient or
distracting (e.g., online
messages from other
students, phone calls,
laundry)

Consider alternate times for
classes, advise students to
take precautions

Content per
session

Able to deliver about 2/3
of the content of a regular
lecture

Don’t try to cram in too much
material since it will be at the
expense of student interaction

Type of
Material

Interwise not suited to
dynamic multimedia such as
videoclips, software demos

These aspects must be
supplemented with HighLearn
and Face-to-Face sessions




Factors contributing to success ...

Technical Support Lecturer Attitude
) S
Inter-University « iy
C_ompu_tlng Cent_er X Effort
University of Haifa Risk

Computing &

) Time
E-Learning Centers

?

-

Student Charactervlf‘tlcs Subject Material

Age Diverse
Motivation Practical
Independence

Computer literacy




Relative Merits

Face-to-Face Asynchronous Synchronous
Same time, Same place | Any time, Any place | Same time, Any
place

Convenience
for Student

Interaction

Multimedia

Access to
Experts

v
v’
Independence \/
v
v’
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